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Status 

•!)□ Responsive to communication^) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l2 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal I matters prosecuUor . as to the ments ,s 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) E] Claim(s) 1-8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) hi is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published under section 122(b) 
only if the international application designating the United States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such 
treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of this 
subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a). 



2. Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 ( b ) as being anticipated by Shibata ( US 
6,409,574 ). 



Shibata discloses a lens processing apparatus comprising a lens fixing jig installed in a 
lens to be processed to clamp the lens, a lens rotation shaft ( 702L, 702R ) for clamping and 
rotating the lens to be processed ( See Columns 9 and 10, lines 66 - 67 and 1 - 3 respectively ), a 
measuring element ( See Column 1, lines 50 - 53 ) abutted on a refracting surface of the lens 
clamped by the lens rotation shaft, a measuring unit for measuring a moving distance of the 
measuring element ( See Column 2, lines 10 - 13 ), and an arithmetic control means for 
identifying a shape of the lens fixing jig based on the moving distance of the measuring element 
measured by the measuring unit (See Column 2, lines 65 - 67). 
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With respect to claim 2, Shibata further discloses the said lens rotation shaft being swung 
to be brought to contact or separated form the measuring element ( See Figure 13 and Columns 
10-11, lines 47 - 63 and 44 - 67 respectively ). 

Regarding claim 3, Shibata also discloses said measuring element including a pair of 
feelers ( 515, 517 ) to be brought into contact with the lens to be processed ( See Figure 13 ). 

With respect to claim 4, Shibata discloses said measuring unit including a measuring 
element moving amount detecting mechanism ( See Column 2, lines 11-13). 

Regarding claims 5-6, Shibata discloses said arithmetic control means controlling the 
rotation of the lens shaft according to a measuring element moving amount detected from the 
measuring unit and also measuring the size of an outer shape of said lens fixing jig based on a 
signal from the measuring unit ( See Column 2, lines 55 - 67 ). 

With respect to claims 7-8, Shibata discloses a lens processing apparatus comprising a 
lens fixing jig installed in a lens to be processed to clamp the lens, a lens rotation shaft ( 702L, 
702R ) for clamping and rotating the lens to be processed ( See Columns 9 and 10, lines 66 - 67 
and 1 - 3 respectively ), a measuring element ( See Column 1, lines 50 - 53 ) abutted on a 
refracting surface of the lens clamped by the lens rotation shaft, a measuring element rotating 
means for controlling rotation of the measuring element around a rotation shaft parallel to the 
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lens rotation shaft ( See Columns 1 1 and 12, lines 45 - 47 and 45 - 56 respectively ), a 
measuring unit for measuring a moving distance of the measuring element in a direction parallel 
to the lens rotation shaft ( See Column 2, lines 10 - 13 ), and an arithmetic control means for 
rotating a tip of the measuring element around the lens rotation shaft and identifying a shape of 
the lens fixing jig based on the distance of the abutted position of the tip of the measuring 
element from a measuring element reference position ( See Column 2, lines 65 - 67 ). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Suzuki et al. ( US 5,594,992 ) discloses an apparatus for measuring a lens frame 
configuration having a supporting device ( 200 ), a measuring portion ( 300 ) and measuring 
element ( 356 ), and an arithmetic and control circuit ( 600 ). Logan et al. ( US 4,724,617 ) 
discloses an apparatus for tracing the lens. Suzuki ( US 5,501,017 ) discloses an apparatus for 
measuring a frame configuration having a feeler ( 356 ) and an arithmetic and control circuit 
(600). 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yaritza Guadalupe whose telephone number is (703)305 -5676. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 AM - 6:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego F.F. Gutierrez can be reached on (703) 308-3875. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)872-93 1 8 for regular 
communications and (703)872-9319 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308-0956. 




Yaritza Guadalupe 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2859 
January 30, 2003 
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SUPERVISOR PATENT EXAMINER 
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